CHAPTER XIV

THE   MINISTRY  OF   CONFLICT

IN the distribution of offices, for which the choice of can-
didates was limited, the portfolio of Finance was that which
caused the least delay; it was allotted to Charles von
Bodelschwingh, who had already held it under Manteuffel
from 1851 to 1858. He was brother of Ernst von Bodel-
schwingh, who had resigned the Ministry of the Inte-
rior in March 1848. It was soon manifest indeed that
he and Count Itzenplitz, who received the portfolio of                      |

Commerce, were not competent heads of their depart-                       |

ments.    Both limited themselves to appending their sig-                       ;

natures to the resolutions of their expert advisers, and                      (t

perhaps accommodating matters when the conclusions of
advisers, half Liberal, half hidebound in narrow depart-
mental ideas, were likely to come into collision with the
policy of the King and his ministry. The majority of                      $

these highly expert members of the Department of Finance
were at heart with the opposition against the ministry of
conflict,. which they regarded as a brief episode in {he
progressive liberalisation of the bureaucratic machine;
and though the most able of them were too conscientious
to hamper the action of the government, yet, when their
official sense of duty permitted, they offered a passive
resistance, which was at any rate not inconsiderable, This
state of things produced a strange situation: von Bodel-
schwingh, who in respect of his personal convictions con-
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